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many countries, for a majority of Frenchmen
own their own homes, yet in some centres a large
part of the poor population live in wretched
quarters. The providing of healthy homes, a
work taken up with apostolic zeal by M. Jules
Siegfried, and now pushed forward by over 100
building associations/ will save workingmen
from living in hovels where health as well as
decency is impossible. The Alliance d'hygiene
sociale and the SociSU franqaise des habitations
& bon marchS have inspired many a poor work-
man to make efforts to have a house of his own,
or to have a building association erect it. There
is also the work of the SocietS anonyme de loge-
ments Sconomiques pour families nornbrenses,
providing inexpensive apartments for families
with numerous children.2

Along this line may be mentioned the work
of the Mining Society of Lens, which, in 1900,
had already built 3,637 houses for its operatives;
the princely gift of 10,000,000 francs from the
Rothschilds to build large, comfortable, and
inexpensive blocks of houses for the better class
of artisans and clerks; the Hotel meubU, con-
structed by the SocUU philanthropigue for single

2 No family of less than three children may be admitted. The
Society is pledged not to pay more than 3 per cent to its stockholders.
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